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'DIRTY' LAUNDRY: Rebecca Shepherd, co-owner of Urban Alche- 
mist on Fifth Street, has covered her window with "dirty secrets." 

REVEALED! 

Slope's secrets on display 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Got a deep dark secret? Why not 
post it on the front of a Park Slope 
vintage jewelry and clothing store? 

The owners of Urban Alchemist, 
which is on Fifth Street, just east of 
Fifth Avenue, have been providing 
space for a nifty art project that lives 
up to its name, “Dirty Secrets.” 
About 50 hand-written mysteries 
adorn the front window. Some are in- 
nocuous (“I still sleep with my teddy 
bear” or “My resume is 
a sham”), some are scan- 
dalous (“I once had sex 
with my teacher for an 

just embarrassing (“I 
have a crush on Joey 
Fatone”). 

Others are just plain 


horrifying (“I voted for McCain”). 

“The idea is to let people reveal their 
secret,” said co-owner Rebecca Shep- 
herd. “You have no idea how much 
better you feel when you let it out, 
even anonymously.” 

Shepherd said her favorite was the 
secret of the lowly worker at a Soho 
gallery who felt so put upon by his 
bosses that when they went on vaca- 
tion, he urinated in their Snapple bot- 
tles and then watched in glee when the 
bosses drank from them days later. 

“It’s so delightfully 
devious and awful,” she 

So enjoy them while 
you can; next week, the 
exhibit will be down — 
replaced by something 
equally eye-catching: 
vintage pornography. 
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MORE IS LESS! 

'Park' planners: Rise in costs actually a decrease 


The cost to construct — and operate 
— the troubled Brooklyn Bridge Park 
development has gone up again, but its 
planners say that the higher mainte- 
nance cost is actually a cut! 

The price tag for the 1 .3 -mile strip of 
waterfront housing and open space along 
the Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO 
waterfront is now $347 million — up 
from an original budget of $150 mil- 
l in 2002 . And the cost for annual 
upkeep inched to $16.1 million, up from 
a projected $15.2 million, according 
to sources briefed after a meeting on 
Monday of the project’s planners. 

But the Brooklyn Bridge Park De- 
velopment Corporation quickly denied 
that the upkeep costs have risen. 
“They have not gone up,” spokes- 


woman Lisa Willner said via e-mail. 
In fact, she said the costs are actually 
going down: “Taking inflation into ac- 
count, the $15.2 million ... is equal to 
$17.2 million in 2008 dollars.” 

She did not comment on the soar- 
ing construction costs of the develop- 

The new figures come to light just 
j as development officials were forced 
3 to admit that their principal sources 
| of revenue for maintenance — a hotel 
^ and roughly 800 units of luxury hous- 
? ing inside the park’s footprint — had 
8- been postponed. 

= Additionally, the “park” now consists 

| only of passive recreation areas at Pier 
| 1 at the foot of Old Fulton Street and 

Pier 6 at the foot of Atlantic Avenue. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park Development Corporation President Regina Officials vow that those areas will be 
Myer's project will cost more. See PARK $ on page 11 



Who wouM you rather see nude? 



Brooklyn Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman and Miss America runner-up, the former Miss Brooklyn Leigh-Taylor Smith, were in the news last 
week — and one of them ended up naked. See page 9 to find out which one stripped down. 


They stole his scroll! 

Torah taken after trip to Caribbean 


The holiday was kosher, but 
the return trip was a nightmare 
for one Brooklyn Heights syn- 
agogue, which lost a sacred To- 
rah in a car break-in on Sun- 
day night. 

Cops say that a thief stole one 
of Congregation B’nai Avra- 
ham’s hand-written religious 
scrolls from a car parked in 
Crown Heights. 

The shul is on schpilkas 
hoping for the Good Book’s 

“We’re looking through 


trash bins [in Crown Heights] 
in case the thief didn’t know 
what he got — and we’re of- 
fering a $1,000 reward,” said 
Rabbi Simcha Weinstein of the 
Remsen Street congregation. 

The scroll, which took years 
to inscribe and is worth at least 
$10,000, was acquired about a 
decade ago. B’nai Avraham let 
a group of congregants borrow 
the Torah for a “Kosher holi- 
day” to Turks and Caicos. 

“We lent them a Torah so 
they could have services on the 
island. They got back late, and 
they thought it would be safe 


for one night in a duffel bag in 
the back of the car,” explained 
Weinstein. “One night!” 

But not even the all-seeing 
eye of the Lord could protect the 
holy scroll — the sacred Five 
Books of Moses that comprise 
the Jewish Old Testament. 

Under the cover of dark- 
ness, the thief shattered the 
driver’s-side window of the 
car, which was parked on 
Union Street near Utica Av- 
enue, then grabbed the duffel 
bag ai ‘ ~ 



I fled. 


worth tens of thousands of dol- 
lars, but for one problem: they 
are extremely difficult to fence. 

Like most Torahs, this scroll 
had been previously stamped 
by the Universal Torah Reg- 
istry with a secret code, a sort 
of Talmudic dye pack. 

Registered Torahs are iden- 
tified in an online database that 
synagogues check before mak- 
ing a purchase. 

“Once [would-be buyers] 
realize a Torah is registered, 
they don’t want to buy it, so 
there have been very few To- 

See TORAH on page 11 scroll, valued at $10,000, was stolen out of a car this week. 



To save money, LICH selling brownstones 


The cash-strapped Long Is- 
land College Hospital is selling 
a chunk of its real-estate portfo- 


lio to 


■e off 


ts ongoing fi- 

down, reviving 
the controversy 
that nearly tore 
the hospital 
apart in 2008. 

Critics say 
that the hospi- 
tal’s manage- 
ment company, 
Continuum Health Partners, is 
breaking a recent promise that 


no more property would be sold. 
They characterized the bid to vend 
multiple brownstone houses, 
apartment buildings and an un- 
developed lot around the core 
campus in Cobble Hill as a get- 
rich-quick scheme before an ex- 
pected rupture between the hos- 
pital and Continuum. 

“They’re try- 
ing to get while 
the getting’s 
good,” said 
Tom Sorra, a 
doctor and out- 
spoken oppo- 
nent of Contin- 
uum’s control of 
LICH since the 


1998 j ° lned 

“This is de- 
spite assurances 
that there would 
be absolutely no 
more real-estate 

A hospital 
spokeswoman 
countered that 
the properties, previously used 
as residences and office space, 
are not vital for the medical ser- 
vices offered at Long Island Col- 
lege Hospital and should be sold 
to negate the burden of debt obli- 
gations and yawning budget defi- 
cits, which ran close to $40 mil- 



lion in 2008. 

“LICH presently is gauging in- 
terest in several brownstone prop- 
erties for the possibility of future 
sale,” said Zippi Dvash. “These 
properties are not essential to the 
overall operations of the hospi- 
tal, and their future sale would 
contribute to LICH’s long-term 
financial future.” 

Sorra said the new selloff 
dredged up bad memo- 

actions when the hos- 
pital sold the historic 
Lamm Institute build- 
ing on Amity Street 
and the former long- 
shoremen’s 


cility on Court 
Street. Taken 
together, he 
says, Contin- 
uum is shrinking 
the 150-year- 
old hospital out 
of business, an 
accusation that 
often flared up 
throughout 2008. 
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Last year, the man- 
agement company also 
attempted to shut the 
maternity and pediat- 
rics wards, asserting 
that they were a drain 
on the hospital’s lim- 
ited resources, but the 


state rebuffed Continuum, forc- 
ing LICH to keep the two wards 
open and gave them a short-term 
loan to tide the hospital over. 

The current 
attempted sale 
of eight prop- 

around the Cob- 
ble Hill medical 
center are being 
handled by the 
real-estate firm 
Grubb andEllis, 

Crain’s reported 
last Friday, but there is no asking 
price for any of them. Instead, 
parties are invited to make an 
offer. 



ALL NEW 
MACBOOKS 
AVAILABLE 


DUMBO 

70 FRONT STREET 
718-596-1312 

PRO AUDIO-VIDEO 
COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


O APPLE 

SPECIALIST 

SALES & WARRANTY REPAIR 
DATA RECOVERY 

www.mikeyshookup.com 


WILLIAMSBURG 

88N.6TH STREET 
718-599-8906 

PRO AUDIO-VIDEO 
COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


After pc 

piece last week — the oi 

whether she should stop writ- 
ing about her children in her 
tell-all column — The Brook- 
lyn Paper asked readers whether 
our popular parenting colum- 
nist should stop invading her 
kids’ privacy. 

The overwhelming response? 
Yes. 

Some readers even blamed 
Smartmom for the widespread 
perception of Park Slope as an 
island of self-obsessed parent- 
ing. 

“Smartmom’s no small part 
of why Park Slope parents have 
become the target of so much 
derision,” wrote “Advil Please” 
fromPark Slope. “Perhaps The 
Brooklyn Paper has allowed 
her to babble on for so long in 
hopes of keeping the ‘contro- 
versy’ alive, but when even her 
kids are telling her to shut up, 
you’d think she would finally 
get the picture.” 

Tough luck, Advil Please — 
in this week’s column, Smart- 
mom says she’s sticking to her 
guns! 

In that case, most respondents 
said that Smartmom should pre- 

See SMART on page 11 
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Mixed message on Dock Street plan 

June 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Opponents of a controversial 
residential tower proposed to 
rise next to the Brooklyn Bridge 
brought their case to Borough 
President Markowitz on Tues- 
day night, bitterly describing de- 
veloper Jed Walentas’s project as 
bad public policy and a disastrous 
way to treat the fabled and leg- 
endary span. 

The majority of the roughly 100 
speakers at Markowitz’s public 
hearing on the Dock Street proposal 
were opposed to Walentas’s plan 
to build an 18-story tower near the 
Brooklyn Bridge — aprojeetthat 
has added a public middle school, 
an environmentally friendly de- 
sign, and approximately 70 units 
of below-market-rate housing since 
an earlier version was rejected in 
2004. 

“Nothing should ever be al- 
lowed to compromise the gran- 
deur of the Brooklyn Bridge,” 
said Jeff Strabone, president of 



EDITORIAL, p.10 


the Cobble Hill Association. what the local community board 
But many DUMBO residents, has long listed as a top priority: a 
business people and artists rallied new public middle school to ease 
in support of the Walentas plan, projected crowding, 
which offers the hope of landing The project needs a rezoning 


Walentas lobbying hard 


DUMBO’s principal real-estate 
development company has spent 
more than $400,000 on lobby- 
ing over the past two years — a 
time period that corresponds to 
the company’s effort to persuade 
city officials to back a controver- 
sial plan for an 18-story residen- 
tial building and public middle 
school. 

Two Trees Management, which 
is run by the father-and-son team 
of David and Jed Walentas, spent 
$400,385 to lobby the city in 2007 
and 2008 — more than five times 
what the company spent in the five 
years between 2002 and 2006, in- 
clusive. 

But Jed Walentas said that only 
“30 to 40 percent” of the ramped- 
up lobbying bills were spent on 
outreach to city officials oversee- 
ing the Dock Street project. 


The “vast majority of the rest,” 
Walentas said, was spent on reach- 
ing out to elected and appointed 
officials involved with the compa- 
ny’s $700-million apartment tower 
on the West Side of Manhattan. 

“Yes, we are lobbying,” Walen- 
tas said. “But we have about $1 
billion in projects going through 
the public approval process right 
now. And these fees represent a 
broad range of outreach, includ- 
ing attorneys fees, setting up Web 
sites, and preparing for and host- 
ing community meetings.” 

Two Trees’ Dock Street proj- 
ect, a revision of a rejected 2004 
design that now includes a public 
middle school and a layout that in- 
trudes less on the historic Brook- 
lyn Bridge, entered the review pro- 
cess last year. During that year, 
the company spent $225,484 to 
lobby the School Construction Au- 
thority, the mayor’s office, the De- 


partment of City Planning, Bor- 
ough President Markowitz and 
the City Council. 

In 2007, the company had 
spent $174,901. The most the 
company had ever spent before 
was $43,523.75 in 2005. 

So what did Two Trees get for its 
money? City records do not break 
down the expense lines by proj- 
ect, so it’s not easy to say what all 
the lobbying accomplished. But 
a cursory review of the records 
reveals that such “outreach” may 
have some benefits. 

Even as late as June, 2008, for 
example, city officials were saymg 
that they did not see a need for a 
middle school in DUMBO, despite 
demand by Brooklyn Heights-area 
parents for just such a school. 
Then, about five months later, 
the city had quietly slipped just 
such a school into its five-year 
construction plans. 


so that the site can include res- 
idential units and the school. In 
the first step of the public review 
proc ess, Community Board 2 ap- 
proved the project by a 30-7 vote 
earlier this month. 

“This project serves the pub- 
lic interest of the broader Down- 
town community,” said Joe Chan, 
president of the Downtown Brook- 
lyn Partnership, citing the new 
school and the first below-mar- 
ket-rate units in DUMBO, which 
is rapidly becoming Brooklyn’s 
most-expensive, and least-diverse, 
neighborhood. 

Before the verbal fisticuffs, 
Markowitz reminded the crowd 
that he had rejected an earlier ver- 
sion because it put most of its bulk 
next to the bridge and was too 
damaging to the experience of 
the span. 

Hinting at that prior rejection, 
Markowitz centered his opening 
statement on the view of the world- 
renowned icon. 

“These views are very impor- 
tant to me, as I indicated by my 
objection to the earlier plan,” he 

After that, he kept his famously 
expressive mouth shut and listened 
to all of the four hours of testi- 
mony that followed. 

The first speaker. Councilman 
Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope), 
joined his Brooklyn Heights col- 
league David Yassky in objecting 
to the project. But DeBlasio stuck 
mostly to what he said was not 
enough below-market-rate units in 
the project, which currently sets 
aside 20 percent of its 375 apart- 
ments as “affordable housing.” 

“The city needs to move to- 
wards greater affordability than 
20 percent,” he said. 

OtheropponentspaintedWalen- 
tas, who has spent, by his own esti- 
mate, more than $100,000 to lobby 
city officials about the Dock Street 
plan over the past two years, as a 
man who sweetened his rejected 
project from 2004 with a public 
middle school — and then con- 



vinced city officials that this was 
the best offer they could get. 

Indeed, as late as June, 2008, 
city officials were saying that they 
did not see a need for a middle 
school in DUMBO, despite de- 
mand by Brooklyn Heights-area 
parents for just such a school. 

Then, about five months later, 
the city had quietly slipped the 
Dock Street school into its five- 
year construction plans. 

“The School Construction 
Authority has not done due dil- 
igence,” said Roula Foukas, a 
DUMBO resident who is op- 
posed to the project. 

“How many potential sites are 
out there? We don’t know.” 

But Jay Schipper, a real-estate 
developer, said he worked “for 
two years” to try to find a suit- 
able site for a middle school in 
DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights or 
Downtown, but all possible loca- 
tions were rejected by the School 
Construction Authority. 


“There is not another site,” 
Schipper said. “And this build- 
ing does not block views of the 
Brooklyn Bridge.” 

Walentas’s inclusion of the mid- 
dle school in his building would 
save the city an estimated $50 
million in construction costs. But 
Yassky, whose middle school task 
force was so keen on finding an- 
other location for a school that 
it even briefly considered a city 
proposal to put a center of learn- 
ing in the soon-to-reopen Brook- 
lyn House of Detention, argued 
that the city could easily find an- 
other developer who would build 
a school for that price. 

When pressed to name one, he 
mentioned the developer of the One 
Brooklyn Bridge Park condomin- 
ium, and blamed the school agency 
for not putting such a school pro- 
posal out for bid. 

Within hours, the developer 
withdrew his property from con- 
sideration. 


But Yassky was unbowed. 

“I am certain a developer 
would come forward,” Yassky 
told The Brooklyn Paper. “And 
if they don’t get a decent proposal, 
then, and only then, would I say 
that maybe this is the best proj- 

The owner of a vacant lot at 
205 Water St., between Bridge 
and Jay streets on the other side 
of DUMBO, sent a representative 
to the hearing to say that he wants 
to make a deal with School Con- 
struction Authority. But the owner 
of the lot declined to elaborate. 

Yassky also reiterated his belief 
that the building would damage 
“the experience” of the Brooklyn 
Bridge, though a recent Brooklyn 
Paper investigation revealed that 
views of the bridge and from the 
bridge would not be dramatically 
altered. 

After the hearing, Walentas said 
everything went “as expected.” 

“There is a strong constituency 
for and against,” he said. 

Walentas said the city’s change 
of mind over the need for a mid- 
dle school in DUMBO came as 
a result of his company showing 
school officials new data. 

“If you’re an agency charged 
with building the maximum num- 
ber of school seats for the least 
amount of money, you’d be reck- 
less not to pursue a deal with us,” 

He also rejected the argument 
that the middle school was in- 
cluded solely to get approval for 
the rezoning, which will raise the 
value of his site and that of his 
company’s other properties in 
DUMBO, a former warehouse 
and industrial zone that his fa- 
ther, David Walentas, helped turn 
into one of New York’s most desir- 
able neighborhoods for residents 

“Yes, it is true that the rezoning 
would add value to the site,’ ’ he said. 
“But because of our broader inter- 
est in the neighborhood, we’re ac- 
tually giving it back in the form of 
a school and affordable housing. 

“There are people who don’t 
want to believe that, but I’m sorry, 
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Smartmom decides to keep it real 
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L ast week, Smartmom 
tried to wean herself 
from writing about her 
children — but it was just 

I mean, how do you stop 
fixating on the people with 
whom you share a rather 
cramped Park Slope apart- 
ment? 

For one thing, they leave 
their clothing like a Hansel 
and Gretel trail from the front 
door to the bathroom to their 
bedrooms. 

Smartmom is so sick of 
tripping over the Oh So 
Feisty One’s Uggs, her sil- 
ver Pro-Keds, and her black 
rubber boots in the hallway 
that she’s thinking of leav- 
ing them on the street with a 
“Free Stuff’ sign when she’s 
away at school. 

She knows she should 
write about the weightier 
issues on her “To Do” list 
like the local group. Parents 
Against Climate Change, or 
whether kids should wear hel- 
mets while sledding. 

After all , when The Brook- 
lyn Paper wrote a story about 
Smartmom’s “To write or not 
to write” dilemma, almost 


two dozen people wrote in 
(mostly telling Smartmom 
to stop writing about her 
kids!). 

She’d love to “move on,” 
as RK from Park Slope sug- 
gested, but Smartmom gets 
creatively mugged when she 
sees what the kitchen looks 
like after Teen Spirit makes 
an elaborate sandwich. 

Look, she’s happy he didn’t 
ask her to make him “a little 
midnight snack,” but couldn’t 
the kid learn to put away the 
Applewood Monterey Jack 
cheese and the Trader Joe’s 
Not Mayonnaise? 

Or how about Sunday 
night, when OSFO was mak- 
ing a photo album for her Fa- 
cebook page and she turned 
the apartment upside down 
looking for her bright pink 
wig, kooky sunglasses and 
a pocketbook so she could 
do a photo essay posing as 
Hannah Montana’s fictional 
cousin? 

Sure, that OSFO is one 
heck of a comedienne — and 
those pictures are a stitch — 
but it’s really distracting. 

After OSFO went to bed, 
Smartmom sat down at her 


where Smart- 
writing 
would 
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But it made her feel sad, her life as a parent in Brook- 
too. lyn that she gets paid the big 

Smartmom’s eyes fell on bucks for. 
her messy desk, the El Pico Sure, she could just make 

coffee can full of sharpened it all up. But what fun would 
pencils, and the messy web that be? 
of wires on the floor. Louise Crawford also 

Fiction is one thing. But it’s writes Only the Blog Knows 
the trials and tribulations of Brooklyn. 





Sundays, J 

• Free morning transportation & February 8 
from most Bay Ridge and prest ' 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas 339 1 

• Established 1992 


718-788-PSDC (7732) 

www.parkslopedaycamp.com 



Jtuggs 


DAY SCHOOL, INC. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs □ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

Q Licensed teachers afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment Q Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities □ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities □ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 



Kinder Kef 
is Fun and Free 
at Union Temple 



A fun-filled Jewish activity group. 
Crafts. . .games. . .stories. . .music 
and more! 

Sunday, February 8 

11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


UNION TEMPLE 

17 Eastern Parkway 

718-638-7600 














FORA 

SUPER BOWL O’ RED 

INDEED, FOR SUPERIOR CHILE OF ANY STRIPE 
(OR CHILE WITHOUT STRIPES) YOU NEED GREAT 
CHILES & WE’VE GOT A WHOLE BUNCH OF ‘EM: 

ANCHOS, CHIPOTLES, SERRANOS, 
JAPONES, CHILES DE ARBOL, MILD 
NEW MEXICAN, PASILLAS & MORE 

TWO FOR THE POT 

THE SANTA FE TRAIL’S BROOKLYN END 

200 CLINTON STREET AT ATLANTIC AVENUE 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 718-855-8173 


CLINTON HILL 

ANIMAL CLINIC 

Announces its new location 
at 476 Myrtle Avenue 

between Washington Ave. & Hall St. 

(718) 623-3999 

We will be open as of Saturday, Jan 17 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 
Dr. Monica Johnson 


CLINIC HOURS: 

9am-7pm Mon-Fri • 9am-5pm Sat 
Closed Sun 



Watch for our 

Grand 

Opening 

Celebration 

with special 
promotions 
and giveaways 

2009 


Brooklyn Do? House 

1 * daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

/ ' rN n 7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 
eb cams - watcn your dog play 
fbside pick up and drop off 
. j-conditioned / sprinklered buildine 
individual attention 

multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

]Z] DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



Get a mailbox 
with benefits 

■ A real address, not a P.0. Box 

• Package notification V 

• Full-service mail and package 
receiving 

• Mail holding and forwarding 

• Call-in Mailcheck 

• E-mail notification 



The UPS Store 

© 

7105 Third Avenue (near7iststr 
718-238-1805 

eet), Bay Ridge 

Open 7 days a week < 

aipyright ©2008 Mall Boms Etc, Inc. 



15% OFF I 

ALL PET SUPPLIES with this ad ^ 

• Organic pet food • Wellness, Science 11 

• Free local delivery Diet, Natural m 

• Open 7 days Choice, & more ] j 


NYC Pet.cSm | 

A NEW BREED OF PET SUPPLY STORES | 

57 CLARK STREET in Brooklyn Heights S7 

(718) 852-7208 A 

H«»HI fT) • www.NYCPet.com 



New plan for ‘telecom’ 



By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A developer wants to trans- 
form one of Fort Greene’s 
most imposing and desolate 
blocks by building housing, a 
supermarket and — be still 
your beating hearts, pinheads 
— a bowling alley. 

The monolith taking up 
the block boxed by Vander- 
bilt, Clermont and Atlantic 
avenues and Fulton Street — 
formerly a high-tech telecom- 
munications office building — 
could be refurbished to be a 

fice building, while the existing 
parking lot could be turned into 
a 350-unit apartment building 
if the city approves the devel- 
oper’s rezoning proposal. 

More than 20 percent of 
the units would be rented at 
below-market rates thanks to 
taxpayer subsidies. 

“It’s an important connec- 
tion point at the end of Fort 
Greene, but [right now] it’s 
a no-man’s land with a gi- 
ant parking lot,” said Andrew 
Zobler, the chief executive 
officer of GFI Development. 
“Everyone wants to see it con- 
nected with the rest of the 
neighborhood.” 

The building has lan- 
guished since the dot-com 


bubble burst near the start 
of the century and was con- 
trolled by the Carlyle Group 
until GFI acquired it a year 
and a half ago. 

Zobler presented prelimi- 
nary plans last week for con- 
verting the equipment-filled 
building and Community 
Board 2’s Land Use Com- 
mittee responded with 13-0 


vote in favor of the project. 

Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Clinton Hill) has 
also been an outspoken sup- 
porter, citing the proposal’s 
“community amenities.” 

“I like the affordable hous- 
ing, the supermarket and re- 
tail components,” she told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

But the developers have so 


far had a strike of the base- 
ball, not bowling, variety, in 
finding an alley operator to 
join them. 

The project has not yet be- 
gun the rigorous land-use re- 
view process that is required 
when developer’s seek to 
change zoning, in this case 
from manufacturing to res- 
idential. 
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Hair * Nails • Facials 
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Q&mctuow 

— JSbahn 



BAY RIDGE 


‘Green’ school moves forward 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A city plan to build an elementary 
school at the site of Bay Ridge’s now- 
demolished “Green Church” advanced 
last week, thanks to anearly unanimous 
vote by Community Board 10. 

The Jan. 26 vote backed the city’s 
plan for a 680-seat primary school in 
a new four- or five-story building that 
would rise from the rubble of the em- 
erald-hued Bay Ridge United Method- 
ist Church at the corner of Ovington 
and Fourth Avenues. 

The church’s congregation tore down 
its verdant house of worship in Octo- 
ber to make room for a smaller, easier 
to maintain church funded by pending 
$9.75 -million sale of its land. 

Developer Abe Betesh initially said he 
would construct 72 condominiums on the 
site, but later changed his mind, hawk- 
ing the site as perfect for a school. 

The city can not formally acquire 


GREENPOINT 


the land fromBetesh until the site goes 
through a public-review process that in- 
cludes a traffic study and a signoff by 
the City Council and the Department 
of City Planning. 

The School Construction Author- 
ity said it wants to gain approval for 
the school so it can be included in the 
agency’s current five-year budget, which 
must be finalized by June 30. 

“Bay Ridge is one of the neediest 
school districts for seats — there’s just 
not enough seats available,” the School 
Construction Authority’s community re- 
lations manager Fred Maley said dur- 
ing the meeting. 

Maley said the agency is currently 
eyeballing another school site on Fourth 
Avenue between 88th and 89th streets, 
and is considering an annex for PS 69 
on 62nd Street between Fort Hamilton 
Parkway and Ninth Avenue. 

Despite the lopsided vote, one critic 
complained that school buses and dou- 


ble-parked cars might turn the narrow 
street into an impasse, while others ques- 
tioned the need for a new school at all. 

“I don’t think we should be expend- 
ing funds for a building that destroyed 
something so dear to the community,” 
said board member Bob Cassara. “We’re 
voting to support increased taxes and 
the destruction of a landmark.” 

Councilman Vince Gentile (D- 
Bay Ridge) said he supports the Green 
Church school plan because of over- 
crowding at other schools. He said he 
was also concerned that Betesh might 
do nothing with the property until the 
housing market rebounds. 

“He cannot guarantee me that he can 
put up something at that site,” Gen- 
tile said. “We might be faced with the 
prospect of having a vacant lot at that 
corner for two or three years until the 
economy comes around.” 

That said, the school would not open 
until September, 2013. 


Hams on a roll return for race 


The annual Idiotarod cart race is set for Saturday 



By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Stupid is as stupid does. 

And when stupid dresses 
in a costume, appropriates a 
shopping cart, and pushes it 
around the city with friends 
in search of merriment, at- 
tention and intoxication, it’s 
likely that stupid is taking 
part in the Idiotarod. 

The annual race that 
mocks the great Alaskan Id- 
itarod by putting shopping 
carts in place of sleds — and 
people in the place of sled 
dogs — will roll through the 
borough on Saturday, bring- 
ing dozens of costumed rab- 
ble-rousers on a rickety, ever- 
evolving circuit. 

As always, details about 
the race are shrouded in more 
secrecy than Obama’s e-mail 
address, with organizers go- 
ing so far as charging news 
agencies $200 to cover the 
event (Editor’s note: Thanks 
but no thanks. We only pay 
for exclusives!). 

Interested participants can 
register online at ww w.cart- 
sofbrooklyn.com for $35 and 

five racers and shopping cart 
for the 10 am start, which is 
listed as the Socrates Sculp- 
ture Park in Long Island 


City. 

But don’t get too wed on 
distant Queens. Last year, 
seconds before the gun 
sounded, the starting line was 
moved from Greenpoint to 
Chinatown in an attempt to 
evade police. Contestants say 
it will likely happen again. 

And once the Idiotarod 
begins, anything goes. 

“We will give racers a 
starting line, some check- 


points and a finish line. You 
choose the fastest path,” read 
the rules on the Idiotarod 
Web site. 

Competitors at previous 
Idiotarods say the event is a 
blast for the costumed teams, 
which navigate their deco- 
rated carts from neighbor- 
hood to neighborhood aiming 
more for style than speed. 

“It’s a spectacle that’s re- 
ally fun if you’re a part of 


live in a neighborhood where 
there are hundreds of carts 
left behind,” said blogger 
Keith Wags taff, whose 2008 
team, “Kraftwerking for the 
Weekend,” dressed like the 
German Techno pioneers and 
danced to Krautrock as they 
pushed the cart around the 

For information, visit 
www.cartsofbrooklyn.com. 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Herb Kaufman, preservationist, dies 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Herbert Kaufman, aprom- 
inent architect who was in- 
tegral in preserving historic 
brownstones in Brooklyn 
Heights in the 1960s, died 
on Jan. 13 from an infection 
to his lungs. He was 92. 

Kaufman, who moved to 
the Heights in 1951, worked 
closely with other nota- 
ble preservationists at the 
Brooklyn Heights Associ- 
ation, including Otis Pratt 
Pearsall and Edwards Rul- 
lman and the late Malcolm 


Chesney. The three helped 
educate homeowners about 
history and renovation, years 
before brownstone restora- 
tion became popular. 

Kaufman helped renovate 
the YMCA on Joralemon 
Street, and worked to make 
the neighborhood a historic 
district in 1965. 

“Herbert was quite an im- 
pressive man, and a lovely 
person,” said his longtime 
Hicks Street neighbor, Mari- 
anna Koval, who is the pres- 
ident of the Brooklyn Bridge 


Park Conservancy. “He was 
like an adopted grandfather 
for my daughter.” 

Beyond Brooklyn, Kauf- 
man was part of the success- 
ful fight to save Grand Central 
Terminal in 1967, and worked 
to save Pennsylvania Station 
in the early 1960s, work that 
combined his two loves: pres- 
ervation and trains. 

His wife, Enid Neidle, said 
they were best friends who 
traveled the world by train. 

“He was an intelligent, 
well-educated man, with a 


lot of interests in common 
with me,” Neidle said. “He 
was very knowledgeable 
about history, and he was 
passionate about trains.” 

Kaufman served on the 
Brooklyn Heights Association 
board for many years, and un- 
til recently, was still active in 
a senior advisory role. 

Kaufman is survived by 
his wife; and two children, 
Ned and Meg Kaufman, 
and a granddaughter. In 
lieu of a funeral, Koval will 
host a private memorial 
service on Feb. 17. 
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Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning* 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, then 
go out and enjoy your favorite lunch. 
No more messy adhesive or pastes. 


• This advanced system is FDA- 
Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical 
procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical . 
months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. N 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 

of the Mini Dental Implant. 
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www.yoga-people.com 718-522-9642 


20 % 


All Vitamins 

New Chapter, NOW, Solgar and More 


253 Flatbush Ave 

at 6th Ave • Park Slope 

tel: 71 8.230.7094 

New York Naturals 

Organic Market 

open 7 days til 9 pm 

www.nynaturals.com 
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Two gunmen steal phones 


into a black garbage bag. 

Meanwhile, the first perp 
pulled out a gun a 


The gunmen then herded 
the staff at gunpoint into aback 
1 and fled with $650 and 


— inbroad daylightand within 
sight of a police station. 

Workers at the store, which 
is located on the comer of Park $4,800 worth of phones. 

Prying hands 

A crowbar-wielding crook 
ct stationhouse, told cops pr i e d his way into a Sack- 
that one oftheperps walked in ett street apartment on Jan. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


siderable damage to his front 
door.Inside,hefoundhislaptop from! 
and digital camera were g 
as well as $50 in coins. 

Shots or not? 


asking about the phones. 


The owner told cops that he of his Hth Street apartment 


approached 
stranger who 
climbed the front steps to the 
victim’s building, between 
Third and Fourth avenues. 
The stranger flashed his 
A gun-toting crook tried to piece, and said, “Give me your 

u the front steps moncy „ 

"""* * - Whenthevictimrefusedto 


n the second was gone from 7 am to 6 pm, on Jan. 24, but he left empty- comply, there was a scuffle. 


perp entered, brandishing a and when he returned to his handed. 


on- he was coming home at 3:15 


Rest easier on your vacation 

We’ll look after 
Mom in Brooklyn 



P rospect Park Respite 

Care gives you the peace 
of mind that comes from 
knowing your loved one 
will he well taken care of 
while you’re away. We offer a 
variety of services (including 
our Essentia® program for the 
memory-impaired) to meet 
each individual’s unique needs 
in a dignified and respectful 
manner. Our elegant, homelike 
community and full schedule of 
stimulating daily activities will 
provide your loved one with a 

during their stay with us. Let 
Prospect Park Respite Care give 
you the chance to truly enjoy 
some time away this year. 


Call Desiree McNally 
One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

718 . 622.8400 




PROSPECT PARK 

Quality Senior Living 


But the jittery crook 
cops that towards Third Avenue. Wit- 
nesses told the Brooklyn Pa- 
per that they heard shots fired, 
but police did not confirm that 
report. — Evan Gardner 


Fort G reene-Clinton Hill 

Heat is on 

A thief snatched an idling 
car on Washington Avenue 
while the owner let it warm 
up on chilly Jan. 22. 

The owner, a 57-year-old 
man, told police he turned 
on his 2004 Mercedes-Benz 
E500 directly in front of his 
home between Greene and 
Gates avenues . He then waited 
in his vestibule at 10 am until 
the car shook off the chill. 

When he turned his back to 
lock the building’s front door, 
he heard the sound of his car 
door opening and spun around 
to see another man driving off 
with his German import. 

Double whammy 

Police were seeing green 
when they arrested a man 
on Jan. 22 for stealing a car 
because the dopey crook on 
Park Avenue also had a bag 
of pot and drug accessories 
on his person. 

The alleged criminal, 24, 
was spotted at 4:19 pm be- 
hind the wheel of the stolen 
vehicle — the ever-popular 
Nissan Quest minivan, which 
was reported missing earlier 
that day — near the corner 
of Emerson Place. 

Officers say they found 
the wacky tobaccy during 


www.prospectparkresidence.com 


the at 

About a girl 

An unevenly matched ma- 
cho argument among five men 
ended with one getting abot- 
tle broken over his head at 
the corner of Lafayette and 
Grand avenues on Jan. 19. 

The victim, 36, said he ar- 
gued with the four other hoo- 
ligans over a woman — the 
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hard-working rate. 


M&T MARKET ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 


2 . 15 % 111 % 


The comfort of M&T. 

With an M&T Market Advantage account, you’ll get more than just a 
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me offer, subject to change without notici 


detailsareunclear — andeven- 
tually one of the quartet swat- 
ted his noggin with a glass bot- 
tle at 2 am. The victim went to 
Interfaith Medical Centerunder 
his own power for treatment. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Brooklyn Heights- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

Hot Sidekicks 

Every crook needs a side- 
kick — aT-Mobile Sidekick, 
that is! 

A hood snatched a teen’s 
purse on Fulton Street on Jan. 
21 and got away with one of 
those sweet phones at around 
5:15 pm at the corner of Red 
Hook Lane. He also got $20 
and the girl’s Metrocard. 

In an unrelated theft, a two- 
bit thug stole a 12-year-old’s 
Sidekick on Sands Street under 
theBQEonJan. 19at5:15pm 
— but the crook didn’t get far 
before cops collared him. 

Easy pickings 

In these desperate times, 
you have to keep an eye out 
for thieves — a lesson four 
people learned this week. 

• A Park Sloper forgot her 
MacBook at the Jay Street sub- 
way station at 4:40 pm on Jan. 
23 — and someone swiped it 
within 20 minutes. 

• A woman left her purse 
at a Livingston Street court- 
house around 2:20 pm on Jan. 
21. Someone grabbed it and 
tried to use her credit cards. 

• A thief grabbed a purse 
left on the counter of a Ful- 
ton Mall department store at 
the comer of Hoyt Street on 
Jan. 19 at 5:30 pm, and made 
off with $100. 

• A man was pickpocketed 
as he shopped at a market on 
the corner of Atlantic Ave- 
nue and Bond Street on Jan. 
20 around 3 pm. The crook 
scored $20. 

No accounting 

A nimble crook wiggled 
through an accountant’s 
bedroom window on War- 
ren Street on Jan. 23 and 
walked off with a laptop. 

The thiefbroke in sometime 
between 9:30 am and 6:30 pm, 
when the bean-counter was 
at work. When he returned 
to the unit, which is between 
Nevins and Bond streets, he 
found the window and front 
door open and his HP laptop 
gone. — Zeke Faux 


Greenpoint and Wil- 
liamsburg 

Purse curse 

It was a bad week to own 
a purse in North Brook- 
lyn. Crooks preyed on un- 
attended handbags, snatch- 
ing at least five purses from 
bars and clubs. Here are the 
shocking details: 

•A thief snatched 339-year- 
old woman’s purse from a 
Greenpoint Avenue bar onjan. 
17 and used her credit cards 
to buy a $350 BMX bike. 

The thief grabbed at 
around 2 am while the vic- 
tim was in the restroom of 
the venue, which is between 
West and Franklin streets. 

• A hoodlum snatched a 
29-year-old reveler’s purse 
from a Union Avenue bar on 
Jan. 18 while the victim was 
dancing between 2:30 am and 
3 am. He escaped from the bar, 
which is at North 1 1th Street, 
with the victim’s credit cards. 
Motorola cellphone, keys, 
clothing, IDs and $160. 

• A hooligan grabbed a 
woman’s purse while she 
used the restroom at a Bed- 
ford Avenue nightclub over- 
night on Jan. 21. 
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The thief snatched the bag 
from a table between 1 1 :45 pm 
and 12:45 am, and escaped 
from the venue, which is 
between North Seventh and 
NorthEighth streets, with the 
victim’s credit cards, IDs, gift 
' :, Metrocard, wallet.and 

• A thug snatched a pock- 
etbook containing two rev- 
elers’ valuables on Jan. 24. 

The crook grabbed the unat- 
tended brown leather bag from 
the bar at North Sixth Street, 
between 2 am and 2:20 am 

Once the crook had the 
purse, which contained an iP- 
hone, cellphone, Sanyo digi- 
tal camera, credit cards, IDs, 
and $50, he escaped from the 
venue, which is between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street. 

• A thief snatched a black 
snakeskin purse from a Mese- 
role Avenue rock club on Jan. 
24, grabbing the bag between 
2 am and 2:30 am and fleeing 
the venue, which is between 
Manhattan Avenue and Lo- 
rimer Street. He got a cell- 
phone, glasses and keys. 

— Ben Muessig 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Child abused 

Cops nabbed a teenager 
suspected of snatching an 
11-year-old’s phone as he 
walked to school on Jan. 23. 

The alleged thug and his 
accomplice trailed the vic- 
tim andhis 13-year-old friend 
as they walked to school at 
around 8:15 am, following 
the adolescents into a bodega 
on Graham Avenue between 
Montrose Avenue and Mese- 
role Street, cops said. 

Once inside, the crooks 
grabbed the child’s Sidekick 
cellphone and fled, but po- 
lice locked up a 17-year-old 
suspect the next day. 

— Ben Muessig 


Carroll Gardens-Cobble 
Hill-Red Hook 

Carriage trade 

A deft punk stole a wom- 
an’s purse from her baby car- 
riage as she shopped in a su- 
permarket at the corner of 
Court Street and Atlantic Av- 
enue on Jan. 21. 

The thievery happened 
around 12:30 pm, when some- 
one swiftly nabbed the purse 
containing $40, a gift card for 
that very supermarket from 
the 32-year-old victim. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Bay Ridge 

Cell wall 

A group of thugs robbed a 
teenage boy as he waited for 
a train at a subway station at 
62nd Street and Fort Hamil- 
ton Parkway on Jan. 21. 

The 15-year-old victim told 
cops he was waiting for a Co- 
ney Island-bound N train at 
just after 8 pm when the five 
teenagers walked up to him and 
asked for his cellphone. Sur- 
rounded, the victim calmly did 


as he was asked, ai 


1 the sc 


pects hopped on the departing 
train with the $300 phone. 

Bling blung 

Someone burgled an 86th 
Street home of some major 
baubles on Jan. 22. 

The 51-year-old owner of 
the home, which is between 
13 th and 14th avenues,saidhe 
left his house at around 1 1:30 
am to do some grocery shop- 
ping. When he returned less 
than three hours later, he no- 
ticed part of his front door was 
broken andmore than $8,000 
in jewelry was gone from in- 
side. — Emily Lavin 
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Bushwicking 

Get to this low-key hip neighborhood now 


E veryone meet Bushwick: 
Williamsburg’s cooler sister 
who doesn’t wear as much 
make-up. 

The hardscrabble neighborhood 
known for its industrial buildings 
and once-mean streets has grown 
into an unpretentious artistic en- 
clave surrounding the Morgan Av- 
enue L train station — without 
any of the expected pomposity 
and hoopla. 

“Bushwick is where most of the 
stuff in Brooklyn is going on — 
or at least most of the stuff that 
people who aren’t particularly 
wealthy can afford to do,” said 
Jeremy Sapienza, who runs the 
revered neighborhood Web site 
www.bushwickBK.com. 

Sapienza touts the neighborhood nes- 
tled between Flushing and Bushwick av- 
enues and the English Kills channel for 
its art galleries, impromptu performance 
spaces, cafes, eateries, and its diverse build- 
ing stock of tenements, lofts, active indus- 
trial sites, and vinyl-sided homes. 

“We don’t have brown stones , but we’ve 
got our own stuff,” he said. 

But it’s not the buildings that trans- 
formed Bushwick into a place to be — 
it’s the people who moved to the neigh- 
borhood around the sixth stop on the L 
train, according to Wreck Room bartender 
Jose Reyes. 

“When I first moved here back before 
bars opened up, you’d come off the train 
in the middle of the night and there would 
be like two people getting off the L. Now 
there’s like 50,” said Reyes. “Bushwick is 
the new Williamsburg, which is the new 
the Lower East Side.” 

So if you decide to follow Brooklyn’s 
eastward march towards its hipster mani- 
fest destiny, where should you go? Hop an 
L train — easy to catch from 14th Street in 
Manhattan — and use this helpful neigh- 
borhood crawl: 

Q Kings County 

Bushwick boozehounds and nightlife 
insiders flock to the seemingly hidden bar, 
King’s County, where finding the front 
door is half the adventure. 

“Walking into Kings County makes you 
feel like you’re entering a speakeasy,” said 
neighborhood expert Jeremy Sa- 
pienza of the watering hole Kings 
County, whose only signage is a 
tiny metal crown above a non- 
descript storefront. 

Once inside, revelers peruse the 
wide selection of whiskeys and bour- 
bons, or take advantage of happy 
hour specials boasting $4 drafts and 
Budweisers served with a shot of 
Jack Daniels ($5) until 8 pm. 

Kings County [286 Seigel 
St. between White and Bogart 
streets, (718) 418-8823], Daily 
4pm-4am. 

Q The Archive Cafe 

The Archive Cafe has been one 
Bushwick’s main hangout’s since 
it opened five years ago, partly be- 
cause of its Fair Trade coffee — 
and partly because it’s the only 


video rental shop in the 
neighborhood. Alongside 
its drip coffees and espres- 
sos, yogurts and bagels 
served with lox, tomato, 
onion and cream cheese 
($7), the Bogart Street shop 
carries about 2,000 DVDs 
— a mix of crime, horror, 
documentary and foreign, 
according to manager Dan 
Mitchell, who rents to films 
for $3.50 apiece. 

Archive Cafe [49 Bog- 
art St. between Grattan 
and Moore streets, (718) 

381-1944], Roberta’s operates out of a massive, con- 

■ j U • crete-floored room at the corner of Bor- 

W AU HOC Art gart and Moore streets, but despite the 

Ad Hoc Art is the gallery that best de- industrial interior, Roberta’s feels like a 
fines Bushwick’s ever-changing art scene, cozy neighborhood eatery. Diners grub on 
mirroring the diversity of the emerging 12-inch pies ($7 to $15) that range from 
cultural community. classic styles to more experimental vari- 

“ We take risks on people that are def- eties — like a mozzarella pie topped with 
initely not established artists,” said gal- and homemade guanciale and a slightly 
lery owner Garrison Buxton. “We show runny egg. 

very well-known artists and people that Roberta's [261 Moore St at Bogart 
are completely under-exposed — fromur- Street, (718) 417-1118] 

GCafe Orwell 

Ad Hoc [49 Bogart Street between Grat- The managers of this newly opened cafe, 

tan and Moore streets, (718) 366-2466] which poured its first cup of Stumptown 

O — . , coffee on Jan. 5, are hoping to turn their 

nODerta S spacious coffee shop into a de facto com- 

Even Bushwick’s best pizzeria feels like munity center, 
an artist’s loft. The wood-oven pizza joint “People 




re are trying to create places 
that aren’t the standard 
fare for Manhattan — or 
for Brooklyn,” said man- 
ager NickDaMaison, who 
in February is planning to 
launch a series of contem- 
porary chamber concerts 
and a monthly music fo- 
rum with emerging com- 

Also on tap for the 
wood-floored coffee- 
shop — which doubles 
as an art gallery — is a 
monthly book club and an 
ongoing film series. 

Despite the big plans, 
Cafe Orwell remains 
a low-key place to 
sip coffee ($2.25) or 
espresso ($2.50) amidst a 
pleasing array of eclectic 


Bushwick life: (Clockwise from top left) Cafe 
Orwell, on Varet Street, serves great coffee 
and has become a real hangout (there's 
even live chamber music!). Bartender Jose 
Reyes pours the suds at the Wreck Room on 
Flushing Avenue. Get hipster garb at Urban 
Jungle Vintage on Knickerbocker Avenue. 
Anthony Falco pulls out a pie at Roberta's, 
on Moore Street, a wood-oven pizza joint 
with a sense of urban class. 

furniture. 

Cafe Orwell [247 Varet Street between 
Bogart and White streets, (347) 294- 
4759] 

OWreck Room 

No offense to the guys behind the Bush- 
wick watering hole Wreck Room, but 
maybe they should rename their popular 
pub “Junkyard.” The brick walls of the 
Flushing Avenue pub are adorned with fend- 
ers and lights plucked from trashed cars, 
and most of the chairs are still equipped 
with seatbelts. The regulars look past the 
automotive aesthetics (either a nod to the 
neighborhood’s industrial past or the film 
“The Fast and the Furious”) and enjoy 
cheap drinks, pinball machine and pool 
tables and a soundtrack provided by live 
DJs who spin hip-hop or rock, depending 
on the crowd. 

Wreck Room [940 Flushing Ave. be- 
tween Central and Evergreen avenues, 

(718) 418-6347] 

O Urban Jungle Vintage 

This cavernous second-hand shop is the 
best place to purchase the N orth Brooklyn 
uniform, which experts say consists of pat- 
terned dresses, flannels, fedoras and Le- 
vis. Guys peruse the racks for lightly worn 
pairs of Carhartt trousers and checkered 
shirts, while ladies search for 1950s-style 
dresses, pumps and flats at Bushwick’s 
answer to Beacon’s Closet. The prices at 
Urban Jungle Vintage are low and organi- 
zation is minimal, which just makes that 
diamond in the rough even shinier. 

Urban Jungle Vintage [120 Knicker- 
bocker Ave. between Flushing Avenue 
and Thames Street, (718) 497-1331] Open 
daily, noon-7 pm. 


FOOTBALL! 


Steel away 

Brooklynites who bleed black and gold won’t 
have to go far to watch the Super Bowl on Sun- 
day, because the Brownstone belt boasts some 
of the liveliest Pittsburgh Steelers bars around. 

Cody’s Ale House in Cobble Hill has been a 
haven for Steelers fans 
ever since a Pittsburgh 
ex-pat got a job as a 
waitress at the Court 
Street tavern. 

“All the Steelers 
fans come in here with 
their Terrible Towels,”’ 
boasted manager Ann 
Gaffney, whose bar will 
offer beer specials dur- 
ing the Big Game. 

At the Park Slope bar 200 Fifth, Steelers fans 
can watch the Super Bowl on 50 screens while 
downing Iron City — the watery brew that made 
the Three Rivers city famous. The pub will also 
offer a $45 Super Bowl open bar that includes 
an all-you-can eat halftime buffet. 

But just because 200 Fifth regularly draws 
upwards of 60 Steelers fans, doesn’t mean that 
Pittsburghers shouldn’t expect some opposi- 
tion during the big game. 

“We always get a very large crowd of Steel- 
ers fans, but this being Brooklyn, I’d expect a 
bunch of Giants fans are going to show up and 
root for Arizona,” said manager Rob Michel. 

Super Bowl XUII is on Feb. 1. Kickoff is at 
6:28 pm. Cody's Ale House Grill [154 Court St. 
between Dean and Pacific streets in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 852-6115]; 200 Fifth [200 Fifth Ave. 
between Union Street and Berkeley Place in 
Park Slope, (718) 638-2925] — Ben Muessig 



Bell canto 

Brooklyn’s hottest summer concert series 
is warming things with a rare winter dance 
party at the Bell House on Feb. 7. 

The cold-weather concert, featuring funk band 
Soulive (pictured), is part-party, part-develop- 
ment event for Brook- 
lyn Information & Cul- 
ture, the not-for-profit 
that has staged the Cel- 
ebrate Brooklyn shows at 
the Prospect Park band- 
shell since 1979. 

“We’re going into 
Brooklyn’s newest and 
most fantastic venue with 
a fun social event. There’s no pretense. Just come 
and dance your ass off,” said Jack Walsh, execu- 
tive director of Celebrate Brooklyn. 

But don’t forget your wallet. Unlike the ma- 
jority of the summer performances, which are 
usuily free, it will cost $15 to get in. 

“We’re not making any money on this. We’re 
just covering our costs and hoping that people 
will keep us in mind [for future donations],” 
Walsh said. 

Celebrate Brooklyn's Winter Dance Party 
at the Bell House (149 Seventh St., between 
Second and Third avenues), Feb. 7, 9 pm. Tick- 
ets are $15 ($50 for VIPs). Visit www.briconline. 
org/celebrate to purchase ducats. 

— Mike McLaughlin 



Good ‘Stop’ 

The Stumptown revolution continues! 

The Portland-based coffee purveyor that just 
announced its plans to open a roasting plant in 
Red Hook is now offering its gourmet grinds at 
the newly opened Sec- 
ond Stop Cafe in Wil- 
liamsburg. 

Baristas at the 
homey space at the cor- 
ner of Ainslie and Lo- 
rimer streets received 
more than 100 hours of 
training aiming to teach 
them how to brew the 
quintessential coffee 
and pull the perfect shot, according to Craig 
Kafton, an owner. 

“We use machines tweaked to the Stump- 
town specifications,” said Krafton, whose cafe 
opened on Jan. 17. 

Visitors can lounge among reclaimed furni- 
ture and tchotchkes, and order from the still- 
growing menu, which already boasts homemade 
baked goods and savory dishes like a vegetar- 
ian three-bean chili with cornbread ($6.50), 
and a baked eggplant with mesclun ($8.50). 

Second Stop Cafe, [524 Lorimer St. at Ain- 
slie Street in Williamsburg, (718) 486-6850] 
Open Monday to Friday; 7 am to 11 pm, Sat- 
urday and Sunday, 8 am to 11 pm. 

— Ben Muessig 



a COCO ROCO 

PERUVIAN CUISINE 

BROOKLYN’S BEST 

ROTISSERIE 
CHICKEN 



Friday & Saturday 

LIVE MUSIC 
7:30-10:30 
Sunday 
HAPPY HOUR 
ALL DAY LONG 


COBBLE HILL I catering 

139 Smith Street I AVAILABLE 

(Between Bergen & Dean) I p ree Delivery 
718-254-9933 I TaUeout 


SUPER BOWL 



Watch on 
our 8-foot 
Jumbotron 
screens! 


Super Bowl of Chili con Came: $2 
Buffalo Wings: 750 each 
2 for 1 Domestic Drafts 
40 VARIETIES OF BEER! 

WajeiStreet 


Restaurant & Underwater Lounge 

66 Water Street in DUMBO 

718-625-9352 

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 




‘Dinner <§pecial 

ALL MENU 

30% OFF 

with this coupon. 


Tempura * Teriyaki 
Hibachi • Fried Rice 
Sushi • Sashimi 


£uncb Specials 

11:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

2 Roll $6.95 

3 Roll $8.95 


236 7th Ave 

718 . 788.0083 

Free Delivery 
Special Rates for 
Birthday Parties 
& Corporate Events 


Take Out & Delivery for your 

SUPER BOWL 
PARTY 

FREE DELIVERY till 9:00 pm 


Am 


JUMBO BUFFALO 
HOT WINGS 

Includes 

carrots &• blue cheese 

20 pc: $13.95 
50 pc: $29.95 
70 pc: $34.95 
100 pc: $42.95 
200 pc: $79.95 


SANDWICHES 

Choose from Italian, 
American, Turkey, Grilled 
Chicken, or Vegetarian 
3-foot (feeds 10-15): $60 
6-foot feeds 20-30): $100 


(Please give 24-hour notice for sandwich orders) 

Ask for BRICK-OVEN PIZZA specials 


Graziella’s 

Restaurant & Brick- Oven Pizza 

232 Vanderbilt Avenue (near DeKalb) 
Fort Greene • 718-789-5663 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
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A.I.R. GALLERY 
AMOS ENO GALLERY 
BROOKLYN ARTS COUNCIL 
BYRD HOFFMAN WATERMILL FDN 
DUMBO ARTS CENTER 
FARMANI GALLERY 
GLORIA KENNEDY GALLERY 
HENRY GREGG GALLERY 
KLOMPCHING GALLERY 
KRIS GRAVES PROJECTS 


MELVILLE HOUSE 
POCHRON STUDIOS 
POWERHOUSE ARENA 
RABBITHOLE STUDIO 
ROBERT WILSON/RW WORK LTD 
SAFE-T-GALLERY 
SMACK MELLON 
SPRING 

UMBRAGE GALLERY 
VII PHOTO 


Friends of Celebrate Brooklyn! 
and Giant Step present 

Winter Dance PaT 

February 7, 2009 * 

«f A 


f-l +DJ Chris Annit 


Buy tix at briconline.org/celebrate 

$15 General Admission and $50 VIP 


Find a place to eat tonight with the 

Brooklyn Dining Listings 

www.BrooklynPaper.com/dining 


PARTICIPATING GALLERIES 


1st THURSDAY 


D U MBO UAil/ER Y . WA-LK 


5:30 ■ 8:30pm every first Thursday of the month. 


For more information, email: 

culture41 l@twotrees-dumbo.com 


Sponsored 
in part by two 1 


Subway Directions: 

F to York St. | A c to High St. (Cadman Plaza W exit) | 2 3 to Clark St. 


January 31, 2009 
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Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 
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TARGET FIRST 
SATURDAYS AT THE 
BROOKLYN MUSEUM 


FREE ADMISSION, THE FIRST SATURDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH. 




Free the first Saturday of the month? So is the 
Brooklyn Museum, from 5-11 pm. Enjoy hands- 
on art activities for kids, films, gallery talks, 
live music, dance parties and more. For more 
details, visit brooklynmuseum.org or call 
718-638-5000. 




Target gives 5% of its 
income to communities - 

over $3 million every week. 


Target.com/community 


EST. 1982 IN CALIFORNIA 
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BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 


MESQUITE GRILL 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
FULL SERVICE BAR 

408 5 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

WE CATER!! 

718-788-1137 

TAKE OUT AND DELIVERY 


72 7 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 


BOERUM HILL 

Hank’s 

46 Third Ave. at Atlantic Aver 
1718) 625-8003, 




Fred Garbo 

Inflatable Theater Company 

^ Sunday, February 8, 2009 at 2pm 

This giggle-inducing show combines clowning, vaudeville, dance and mime 
with giant blow-up shapes and characters bouncing around the stage. 

Sponsored by: 0 (ntculture 


www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org or 718-951-4500 dues - Sat, lpm-6pm) 

Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College, 2900 Campus Road, Brooklyn 
(2 train to Flatbush Avenue. On-site paid parking available.) 
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BROOKLYN BODIES ON PARADE 


GERSH BARES ALL, FOR ART'S SAKE 


F orty people saw me na- 
ked and enjoyed it last 

And it wasn’t just because 
they were drinking. 

The occasion of my nude 
triumph was the bi-weekly 
“Drink and Draw” class at 
3rd Ward, an artists’ collec- 
tive in Bushwick. 

Now, if you’re like me, 


THE BROOKLYN 

ANGLE 



in front of 40 strangers?” , y 

Turns out, it was easy. By Gersh Kuntzman / 

We had listed “Drink and 

Draw”inTheBrooklynPaper live model was most likely think I can understand why 
calendar for a few weeks be- nude (look, I may not have Vermeer liked having his 
fore it dawned on me that the majored in art history, but I models wearing little else 



Miss Brooklyn: 

I wuzn't robbed 


There’s only one person who 
disputes that the Miss Amer- 
ica Organization made an egre- 
gious error when it snubbed 
Miss Brooklyn Leigh-Taylor 
Smith: Leigh-Taylor Smith. 

Showing the grace and style 
that she has shown throughout 
the grueling death march that 
is our nation’s premiere beauty 
pageant, Smith told The Brook- 
lyn Paper on Tuesday that she 
did not feel snubbed, betrayed, 
abused, let down or other- 
wise dismissed by the panel 
of judges that made Miss In- 
diana, Katie Stam, this year’s 
Miss America. 

“No,thefixwasnotin,”Smith 
told me by phone when this col- 
umnist suggested that the fix 
was,um, in. “I was right up there 
with the others, in the final five, 
because it was a fair process.” 
Readers of this column have 
long known that I have little 
respect for the Miss America 
Organization. 

It’s now been 25 years since 


all. Since then, it’s been an end- 
less procession of airy blondes 
with middle-aged-lady hair- 
styles, a talent for baton-twirl- 
ing and vaguely Southern ac- 
cents who have hijacked the 
notion of American beauty. 

This was our year! We had 
Leigh-Taylor Smith. She’s got 
talent! She’s got brains! She 
prays at the Brooklyn Taber- 
nacle in Downtown. And no 
one pulls off a bikini like she 
does (I’m speaking figura- 
tively, alas)! 

But. alas, life isn’t fair. 

“Yes, it is fair,” Smith told 
me. “I performed as well as I 
could. I left it all up there on 
the stage. For me, it was just 
very exciting to get into the 
final round.” 

Even more exciting is the 
$18,000 in scholarship money 
that she gets to spend pursu- 
ing her Masters degree in de- 
sign. She’s looking at Parsons 
or Fashion Institute of Tech- 
nology, both in Gaphattan. 


but a pearl earring). 

And it dawned on me that 
I could be the model. 

My wife mocked me. 
“You? An artists’ model?” 
she derided. “Maybe you can 
get them to draw your toe- 

Yes, my toenails are dis- 
gusting (it’s a medical con- 
dition!), but clearly my wife 
was just jealous. After all, 
no one has asked her to pose 
nude in Bushwick (at least 
since the ’70s). 

So why shouldn’t I be 
the object of artistic obses- 
sion? True, I don’t have what 
one (and when I say “one,” I 
mean 98 percent of all Amer- 
icans) would call a pleasing 
body. I’m overweight, I have 
a sunken sternum that gives 
the illusion (it’s an illusion, I 
assure you!) that I have large 
man-breasts, I have wide hips 
capped by truck tire love han- 
dles and, frankly, I have the 
endowment of a minor com- 
munity college. 

Before posing, I was a bit 
concerned that my physical 
madequacies would be aprob- 
lem, so I wrote the “Drink 
and Draw” coordinator at 3rd 
Ward. 

“You do know that I’m 
lumpen and middle aged,” I 
wrote. “Is that a problem?” 

Her answer: “We love you 


http:// 

Check out our 
video coverage at 

BrooklynPaper.com 



My other question: “How 
graphic will the poses be? 
I’m not concerned for my 
own modesty, but I should 


might think I cowered in the 
corner, showing little more 
flesh than my fungus-cov- 
ered toenails, but I didn’t: I 
put it out there, flashing my 
nudity all over the place like 
Botticelli’s Venus. I stood at 
attention. I laid down on a 
table. I rolled on the floor. I 
cocked my hips. I gave new 
meaning to the expression, 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn J^aper 

The iconic Coney Island 
Rocket will soar again. 

City officials promised as 
much on Wednesday when 
they accepted the shopworn 
Astroland relic as a dona- 
tion from owners Carol and 
Jerry Albert, whose Space 
Age theme park closed for 
good last fall. 

“The Rocket is [a] sym- 
bol of the adventure, dis- 
covery and fun that have 
brought New Yorkers to Co- 
ney Island for years,” Dep- 
uty Mayor Robert Lieber said 
a handoff ceremony at the 

pleased to say that the Rocket 
will continue to be part of Co- 
ney Island for generations to 


found in what the city says 
will be a miraculous transfor- 
mation of the historic amuse- 
ment area between Keyspan 
Park and the Cyclone roll- 


That extreme makeover 
e calls for a new city-owned 
1 amusement park and privately 
« owned hotels, restaurants and 
5 attractions. It is currently mi- 
's dergoing public review. 

I The interstellar projectile 
J, satasam pC eg- 

| ory and Paul’s fast-food stand 
“ on the Boardwalk for years, 
£ but actually was a futuristic 
City officials, including Councilman Domenic Recchia (left) and Borough President ride when the park opened in 
Markowitz (center), announced that they had "saved" the iconic Astroland rocket 1962, according to the Coney 
and will store it for its future mission: in a revived Coney Island amusement zone. Island History Project. 


And I was appreciated. 
Oh, yes, I was appreciated. 

“You were good,” said An- 
nie Letterman, a first-time 
“Drink and Draw” artist. 


“It’s the way that your hips 
curve — child-bearing,” she 
added, winking. 

I looked at her completed 
drawing; she had made me 


Coney rocket in city’s pocket 


the imaginary space voy- 
age simulators constructed 
during the Space Race. The 
Rocket showed simulator 
films of ‘rocket rides’ while 
the chassis ‘rocked’ its view- 
ers to outer space,” accord- 
ing to the history project’s 
Web site. 

The ride had 26 seats and 
lasted three minutes. 

Astroland closed in Sep- 
tember after the Alberts’ 
landlord, Thor Equities, did 
not offer a new lease to the 
theme park. 

Thor, which owns about 
10-and-a-half acres of land in 
the amusement area and along 
the Boardwalk, bought the 
land from them in 2006 for 
$30 million and then rented 
it back to them. 


Amendment to 
Bankruptcy Petition 
Saved Millions! 

A brother tried to help his sister when her 
house fell into foreclosure. And it almost 
cost him millions of dollars. 


2009 forecast: Doom and gloom! 


Chamber bizmen 
prepare for worst 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A wave of doom and gloom 
is rippling across Brooklyn’s 
business community — sur- 
prise! — according to a new 
survey of borough profession- 
als released on Monday. And 
they have every right to be 
scared out of their minds, ac- 
cording to experts who gave 
a foreboding economic fore- 
cast the next day. 

Fifty-sevenpercentofbusi- 
nesses polled by the Brook- 
lyn Chamber of Commerce 
said they expect the econ- 
omy to be worse this year 
than last, a huge increase in 
pessimism compared to last 
year’s survey, when only 18 
percent of merchants said lo- 
cal business would be worse 
than the year before. 

When asked about their 


own companies, 53 percent 
of the 109 respondents said 
they are bracing for a worse 
2009 than 2008. Last year, 
17 percent said they expected 
their business to drop. 

Only 32 percent said they 
expect to do better in 2009 
than in 2008, a drop of 22 
points compared to last year’s 
poll. 

The findings of the study 
did not surprise Chamber 
businesses. 

“We have fewer new gym 
members this year than last 
year,” said Reyanna Menzer, 
the general manager of Har- 
bor Fitness in Park Slope. 
Fitness clubs typically see 
a surge in membership af- 
ter people make New Year’s 
resolutions to get in shape. 

The opinion poll doesn’t 
bode well for job seekers ei- 


eSsesRa 

Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business • Ample parking on 

• Convenient location premises 

(off Exit 5 on the Belt • 24 hour security 
Parkway, B6 bus stops in • Easy Taxi Cab Access 
front) • Food Deliveries 


1730 Shore Parkway 
ween Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
■ Fax: (718) 266-0888 SS 



Sweeting sour on 
Ratner's Yards 


ther: 57 percent of businesses 
said they don’t plan to hire 
anyone this year. Even busi- 
nesses that expect to expand 
predict only modest gains in 
their workforce, with 32 per- 
cent of respondents saying 
that they may hire one to five 
new employees. 

But if you have a job, the 
survey indicates you may be 
able to hold onto it, because 
78 percent of employers said 
they do not plan to lay any- 


The numbers were released 
on Monday on the eve of the 
Chamber’s annual “economic 
outlook breakfast” on Tues- 
day morning at the Brook- 
lyn Marriott. 

The ominous reports from 
the experts were enough to 
cause some attendees to lose 


the first half of 2009. 

His remarks also suggested 
that Downtown Brooklyn 
could bear the brunt of the 
pain, because with vacancy 
rates for commercial space 
increasing in Manhattan, the 
outer boroughs will lose their 
luster as a frugal alternative. 

Others said the city will 
be dependent on the small 
business community to get 
through the choppy seas. 

“Small businesses con- 
tinue to be the backbone of 
the city economy,” said An- 
drew Kimball, president of 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard, the 
city-owned industrial park, 
which incubates many small 
companies. 

Unlike the chaos on Wall 
Street, Kimball said he’s lost 
only one tenant in the Navy 
Yard in the last three months. 


chorus of city officials who 
say that the city should re- 
negotiate its deal with devel- 
oper Bruce Ratner, whose At- 
lantic Yards mega-project is 
in jeopardy due to the eco- 
nomic crisis. 

George Sweeting, deputy 
director of the city’s Inde- 
pendent Budget Office, sent 
a shockwave through Tuesday 
morning’s Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce annual Eco- 
nomicOutlookBreakfastwhen 
he stated that “it may be time 
for the city to take another look 
at the mix of incentives” that 
it offered to Ratner’s $4-bil- 
lion mini-city. 

Sweeting said that the es- 
calating costs of the proposed 
publicly financed basketball 
arena at the intersection of 
Flatbush and Atlantic avenues 
— now close to $950 million, 
from an original pricetag of 
$400 million in 2003 — might 
eliminate the supposed bene- 
fit to the city coffers. 

In 2005, an IBO study 
found that the arena would 
net $950,000 in surplus rev- 
enues every year during the 
arena’s 30-year financing pe- 
riod — puny revenue projec- 
tions in a city whose annual 
budget is $60 billion. 


Forget Candy! 


A more-expensive version 
of the arena will now require 
more expensive financing by 
the public. Sweeting said. In 
addition, the New York Post 
reported that Ratner has been 
negouatmg with the Metropol- 
itan Transportation Authority 
to scale back $345 million in 
improvements that he prom- 
ised to undertake as part of 
his winning bid for the Van- 
derbilt railyard over which he 
proposes to build the arena. 

“If amenities are scaled 
back, it’s reasonable to look 
at whether the city ’s contribu- 
tions and the MTA land deal 
still show apositive in the cost- 
benefit calculation,” Sweeting 
said. “Some of the benefits to 
the publicmaynow be less than 
originally assumed. A lot has 
changed since 2005.” 

Aspokesman for Ratner de- 
clined to comment. 


9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 

SPECIALISTS ON STAFF: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 


•Glaucoma and Cataract Testing and Treatment 
•Laser Vision Consultation 
• Newest Diagnostic Equipment 
•Full Diabetic Eyecare 

Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts for Senior Citizens 



Contact Lens 
Package: $75 


The Melting Pot 

492 Atlantic Avenue ■ IJoerum Hill (between. Nevins «• 3rd) 
(718) 596-6849 • www.hahcybatik.com 


(718) 965-2545 

332 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Aves.) 
Park Slope 
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9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 8 

science! FreaTsOpr^ Belli' 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www. 
thebellhouseny.com. 
SHORT FILMS: Erika Yeomans 

films with those of her 
favorite female directors. 
$10. 8 pm. Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www. 
galapagosartspace.com. 


Jan. 31. 

THEATER, "DISFARMER": 8 
pm. See Saturday, Jan. 31. 
THEATER, "THOROUGHLY 
MODERN MILLIE!": See 
Saturday, Jan. 31. 

OTHER 

OPENING RECEPTION: 

"Clamoring to Become 
Visible." Multiple artist 

word in a gallery space. 
Free. 6-8 pm. BAC Gallery 
[111 Front St. at Washing- 
ton Street, Suite 218 in 
DUMBO, (718) 625-0080]. 
READING BY BETH HARPAZ: 
Park Slope author reads 
from "13 Is the Newll 


and other things my chil- 
dren taught me while I was 



THEATER, "DISFARMER": 8 
pm. See Saturday, Jan. 31. 
THEATER, "THOROUGHLY 
MODERN MILLIE!": See 
Saturday, Jan. 31. 
EASTERN MUSIC: Ned Roth- 


European and Sephardic 
Jews with the spirituality 
of Buddhism and Taoism. 
Free. 8:30 pm. Union Tem- 
ple of Brooklyn [17 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Plaza Street 
and Underhill Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-7600]. 

OTHER 

FILM, "FLOW": Award-win- 

world water cris^ Free. 6 
7:30 pm. Park Slope United 
Methodist Church [410 

irTpark Slope, (718) 768^ 
3093], www.parkslopeumc. 
org. 

PERFORMANCE ART: Pieces 


IrooklynAr 
•[421 Fifth, 


PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "DISFARMER": 
See Saturday, Jan. 31. 
THEATER, "THOROUGHLY 
MODERN MILLIE!": See 

Saturday, Jan. 31. 


PATTI AUSTIN AND THE 
DUKE ELLINGTON OR- 
CHESTRA: $25-$100. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Bedford Ave., 
at Avenue H in Flatbush, 
(718)951-4600], www. 

JAZZ: Brooklyn Music Wide 
Open p 


ks Enser 




i. $18 


($12 in ad 

Park Slope Jewish Center 
[Eighth Avenue and 14th 
Street, (718) 768-1453]. 

OTHER 


$35. 1-5 pm. City Tech 

[25 Chape? St .at J ay Street 
in Downtown Brooklyn, 
(718) 552-1170], v\ 


[Grand Army Plaza at East- 

P18) 230-2 7 00]. 9r ° Pe ' 
FUNDRAISER FOR THE 
FAMILY OF GENNARO 
MONTELLO: $20. 4 pm. 
AM Bar [7221 Third Ave. at 
73rd Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748-5200). 

ART OPENING: "Toyota vs. 
Godzilla," new work by art- 


110 Jay St. at Jay Street, 
Suite 404 in DUMBO], 


PERFORMANCE ART: Se 


Congregation Beth Elohim 
[Garfield Street and Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope], 

THEATER, "THOROUGHLY 
MODERN MILLIE!": See 


Council hopefuls 
for Yassky seat 
looking for cash 



In the running: Abraham, Simon, Thies, Baer, Levin and Diamondstone. 


in a recent e-mail to supporters that he’d 
hired high-priced media consultant Josh 
Isay, whose other clients include winner 
Mayor Bloomberg and loser Caroline Ken- 
nedy. (Yassky’s campaign office did not re- 
turn calls for comment.) 

“Yassky’s intentions were certainly a 
question,” said Jo Anne Simon, another 


Let the money games begin! 

Now that term-limit opponent Council- 
man David Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
has made stronger indications that he is in- 
deed running for comptroller and not for re- 
election, the six candidates to succeed him 
say the money will really start flowing into 
their coffers. 

The uncertainty of Yassky’s candidacy 


and the historic presi 
eluded — depressed l 
for local candidates. 

“The first time I thought about fundrais- 
ing was on Monday after Yassky announced 
he’d solidified his campaign for comptroller,” 
said Isaac Abraham, who pulled in the biggest 
amount of money in just-released data by the 
city CampaignFinanceBoard — $ll,892be- 
tweenjuly 121astyearandJan. 11 — among 
the six candidates to represent the district 
covering the area bounded by Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn Heights and Park Slope. 

After Yassky backed Mayor Bloomberg’s 
successful bid to extend term limits, there 
had been lingering doubts that Yassky would 
make good on his vow to run for comp- 
troller. But those questions largely vapor- 
ized with the legislator’s announcement 


“Ialwaysbelieved that if Comptroller [Bill] 
Thompson ran for mayor, then [Yassky] would 
continue his run for citywide office. Now, 
that question has been answered.” 

So Abraham, Simon and the gang hope 
donors open up their checkbooks, because 
the candidates’ war chests are fairly de- 
pleted. 

Simon, a Democratic district leader from 
Boerum Hill, pulled in the second highest 
total — $10,760. That added to her lead- 
ing total of $65,797. The second-runner up 
in the money game was Evan Thies, a for- 
mer staffer to Yassky, who posted $9,445. 
He’s raised $58,065, but has only spent 
$15,838 compared to Simon’s expendi- 
tures of $40,143. 

Rounding out the race are Ken Baer, a 
former Sierra Club chair in New York, with 
$3,927; Stephen Levin, chief of staff for As- 
semblyman Vito Lopez, with $2,475; and 
Ken Diamondstone, who pulled in $2,395. 
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finished by the end of the 


cost and maintenance fig- 

one of the park project’s 
critics, state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D-Carroll Gar- 
dens). 

“I absolutely have con- 
cerns about these numbers, 
but this is the moment to 
get them out and into the 
hands of the community,” 
the first-term lawmaker 

The Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Cor- 
poration, the state agency 
building the lawns, play- 
grounds and playing fields 
on piers and uplands, has 
strictly guarded the park’s 
finances since revealing 
last May that the price had 
topped $300 million. 

‘ ‘I hope this is the begin- 
ning of continued trans- 
parency and openness,” 
Squadron said. 

The project’s finances 
are steeped in contro- 
versy because of the un- 
usual arrangement that per- 
mits luxury housing and a 
hotel inside the “park” as 
a way of generating reve- 
nue for maintenance of the 
grounds. 

The private elements 
— 1,210 apartments and 
a 225-bed hotel, plus re- 
tail space — are supposed 
to contribute fees to cover 
the parkland’s yearly bud- 
get instead of paying nor- 

That revenue stream is 
dry except for 449 apart- 
ments that are already built 
at One Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, a former Jehovah’s 
Witness complex on Fur- 
man Street. State officials 
say that the building will 
contribute $3 million an- 
nually — “which will help 
us to maintain the park for 
several years.” 
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tegrity. He still lives on 
Main Street with his wife, 

He’smademillions.yes, 
but we hardly think his op- 
ponents,!™^ of them well 
off residents of Brooklyn 
Heights, want to make the 
mtetiectualiy dishonest ar- 
gument that risk-taking, re- 
sponsible investors should 
be denied a profit. 

And lest we forget, all 
of the buildings that have 
earned the ire of DUMBO 
residents and workers — 
including the ugly Bea- 
con Tower that destroys 
the view of the Manhattan 
Bridge and the 33-story J 
Condo — were the ones 
AOTbuilt by Walentas. 

While Walentas was 
nurturing arts groups 
and Mom and Pop stores, 
someone else brought in 
the generic Starbucks that 
DUMBO residents love to 

Time and time again, 
David and Jed Walen- 
tas have proven to be re- 
sponsible stewards of 
their DUMBO holdings. 
Their Dock Street project 
should be approved. 
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rah thefts since the registry’s inception,” said David Pol- 
lack of the Jewish Community Relations Council, which 
runs the registry. 

The few thefts that do occur these days are generally 
inside jobs, according to Pollack. 

“Usually, it’s someone that knows where the Torahs 
are and has access to them,” he said. 

But the robber’s unsophisticated methods — deceptively 
unsophisticated, perhaps — has B’naiAvraham’s Weinstein 
convinced the robber doesn’t know what he’s got. 

“Whoever stole it probably didn’t know it was a To- 
rah,” said Weinstein. “If a man returns it, he’ll get $1 ,000 
and a kiss, no questions asked.” 

Weinstein said that if a woman returns it, she’ll get 
the $1,000 only — religious rules, you understand. 

To offer any information about the stolen Torah, call 
Congregation B'nai Avraham at (718) 866-6815. 
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pare for some hefty therapist bills as her tots grow up. And 
what’s worse, she might even lose some of her readers! 

“If your kids and neighbors won’t talk because they 
fear being written up, think of something else creative,” 
wrote RK from Park Slope. “It’s run its course. Bring it 
to the next level.” 

“If Smartmom doesn’t stop, I suspect that she will 
find out many years from now that the resentment on 
her children’s part will grow, not diminish,” added An- 
drea from Gowanus. 

Bottom line: few (except for Dumb Editor, of course, but 
he poses in the nude!) defended Smartmom’s decision to 
put her life — and the lives of her children — on display. 

“These are her children — the heart of her heart — 
she’s playing with,” added “Another Mother from Down- 
town.” “Maybe if she gets in touch with that reality, she’ll 
reconsider her career imperatives, find a more meaning- 
ful, less hurtful way to express herself and wind up a much 
smarter mom (and wife, neighbor and friend, too). 
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science! FreaTsOpr^ Belli' 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www. 
thebellhouseny.com. 
SHORT FILMS: Erika Yeomans 

films with those of her 
favorite female directors. 
$10. 8 pm. Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www. 
galapagosartspace.com. 


Jan. 31. 

THEATER, "DISFARMER": 8 
pm. See Saturday, Jan. 31. 
THEATER, "THOROUGHLY 
MODERN MILLIE!": See 
Saturday, Jan. 31. 

OTHER 

OPENING RECEPTION: 

"Clamoring to Become 
Visible." Multiple artist 

word in a gallery space. 
Free. 6-8 pm. BAC Gallery 
[111 Front St. at Washing- 
ton Street, Suite 218 in 
DUMBO, (718) 625-0080]. 
READING BY BETH HARPAZ: 
Park Slope author reads 
from "13 Is the Newll 


and other things my chil- 
dren taught me while I was 



THEATER, "DISFARMER": 8 
pm. See Saturday, Jan. 31. 
THEATER, "THOROUGHLY 
MODERN MILLIE!": See 
Saturday, Jan. 31. 
EASTERN MUSIC: Ned Roth- 


European and Sephardic 
Jews with the spirituality 
of Buddhism and Taoism. 
Free. 8:30 pm. Union Tem- 
ple of Brooklyn [17 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Plaza Street 
and Underhill Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-7600]. 

OTHER 

FILM, "FLOW": Award-win- 

world water cris^ Free. 6 
7:30 pm. Park Slope United 
Methodist Church [410 

irTpark Slope, (718) 768^ 
3093], www.parkslopeumc. 
org. 

PERFORMANCE ART: Pieces 


IrooklynAr 
•[421 Fifth, 


PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "DISFARMER": 
See Saturday, Jan. 31. 
THEATER, "THOROUGHLY 
MODERN MILLIE!": See 

Saturday, Jan. 31. 


PATTI AUSTIN AND THE 
DUKE ELLINGTON OR- 
CHESTRA: $25-$100. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Bedford Ave., 
at Avenue H in Flatbush, 
(718)951-4600], www. 

JAZZ: Brooklyn Music Wide 
Open p 


ks Enser 




i. $18 


($12 in ad 

Park Slope Jewish Center 
[Eighth Avenue and 14th 
Street, (718) 768-1453]. 

OTHER 


$35. 1-5 pm. City Tech 

[25 Chape? St .at J ay Street 
in Downtown Brooklyn, 
(718) 552-1170], v\ 


[Grand Army Plaza at East- 

P18) 230-2 7 00]. 9r ° Pe ' 
FUNDRAISER FOR THE 
FAMILY OF GENNARO 
MONTELLO: $20. 4 pm. 
AM Bar [7221 Third Ave. at 
73rd Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748-5200). 

ART OPENING: "Toyota vs. 
Godzilla," new work by art- 


110 Jay St. at Jay Street, 
Suite 404 in DUMBO], 


PERFORMANCE ART: Se 


Congregation Beth Elohim 
[Garfield Street and Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope], 

THEATER, "THOROUGHLY 
MODERN MILLIE!": See 


Council hopefuls 
for Yassky seat 
looking for cash 



In the running: Abraham, Simon, Thies, Baer, Levin and Diamondstone. 


in a recent e-mail to supporters that he’d 
hired high-priced media consultant Josh 
Isay, whose other clients include winner 
Mayor Bloomberg and loser Caroline Ken- 
nedy. (Yassky’s campaign office did not re- 
turn calls for comment.) 

“Yassky’s intentions were certainly a 
question,” said Jo Anne Simon, another 


Let the money games begin! 

Now that term-limit opponent Council- 
man David Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
has made stronger indications that he is in- 
deed running for comptroller and not for re- 
election, the six candidates to succeed him 
say the money will really start flowing into 
their coffers. 

The uncertainty of Yassky’s candidacy 


and the historic presi 
eluded — depressed l 
for local candidates. 

“The first time I thought about fundrais- 
ing was on Monday after Yassky announced 
he’d solidified his campaign for comptroller,” 
said Isaac Abraham, who pulled in the biggest 
amount of money in just-released data by the 
city CampaignFinanceBoard — $ll,892be- 
tweenjuly 121astyearandJan. 11 — among 
the six candidates to represent the district 
covering the area bounded by Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn Heights and Park Slope. 

After Yassky backed Mayor Bloomberg’s 
successful bid to extend term limits, there 
had been lingering doubts that Yassky would 
make good on his vow to run for comp- 
troller. But those questions largely vapor- 
ized with the legislator’s announcement 


“Ialwaysbelieved that if Comptroller [Bill] 
Thompson ran for mayor, then [Yassky] would 
continue his run for citywide office. Now, 
that question has been answered.” 

So Abraham, Simon and the gang hope 
donors open up their checkbooks, because 
the candidates’ war chests are fairly de- 
pleted. 

Simon, a Democratic district leader from 
Boerum Hill, pulled in the second highest 
total — $10,760. That added to her lead- 
ing total of $65,797. The second-runner up 
in the money game was Evan Thies, a for- 
mer staffer to Yassky, who posted $9,445. 
He’s raised $58,065, but has only spent 
$15,838 compared to Simon’s expendi- 
tures of $40,143. 

Rounding out the race are Ken Baer, a 
former Sierra Club chair in New York, with 
$3,927; Stephen Levin, chief of staff for As- 
semblyman Vito Lopez, with $2,475; and 
Ken Diamondstone, who pulled in $2,395. 


PARK 
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finished by the end of the 


cost and maintenance fig- 

one of the park project’s 
critics, state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D-Carroll Gar- 
dens). 

“I absolutely have con- 
cerns about these numbers, 
but this is the moment to 
get them out and into the 
hands of the community,” 
the first-term lawmaker 

The Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Cor- 
poration, the state agency 
building the lawns, play- 
grounds and playing fields 
on piers and uplands, has 
strictly guarded the park’s 
finances since revealing 
last May that the price had 
topped $300 million. 

‘ ‘I hope this is the begin- 
ning of continued trans- 
parency and openness,” 
Squadron said. 

The project’s finances 
are steeped in contro- 
versy because of the un- 
usual arrangement that per- 
mits luxury housing and a 
hotel inside the “park” as 
a way of generating reve- 
nue for maintenance of the 
grounds. 

The private elements 
— 1,210 apartments and 
a 225-bed hotel, plus re- 
tail space — are supposed 
to contribute fees to cover 
the parkland’s yearly bud- 
get instead of paying nor- 

That revenue stream is 
dry except for 449 apart- 
ments that are already built 
at One Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, a former Jehovah’s 
Witness complex on Fur- 
man Street. State officials 
say that the building will 
contribute $3 million an- 
nually — “which will help 
us to maintain the park for 
several years.” 


DOCK 

Continued from page 10 
tegrity. He still lives on 
Main Street with his wife, 

He’smademillions.yes, 
but we hardly think his op- 
ponents,!™^ of them well 
off residents of Brooklyn 
Heights, want to make the 
mtetiectualiy dishonest ar- 
gument that risk-taking, re- 
sponsible investors should 
be denied a profit. 

And lest we forget, all 
of the buildings that have 
earned the ire of DUMBO 
residents and workers — 
including the ugly Bea- 
con Tower that destroys 
the view of the Manhattan 
Bridge and the 33-story J 
Condo — were the ones 
AOTbuilt by Walentas. 

While Walentas was 
nurturing arts groups 
and Mom and Pop stores, 
someone else brought in 
the generic Starbucks that 
DUMBO residents love to 

Time and time again, 
David and Jed Walen- 
tas have proven to be re- 
sponsible stewards of 
their DUMBO holdings. 
Their Dock Street project 
should be approved. 


HEALTH, MIND, 
& BODY 
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Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) 
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State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
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Special care for children & anxious patients 
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• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
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Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 
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Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in or 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


r ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Digital Panoramic 

• Advanced Steiilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
slopede ntal. com • 768-1111 
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PgaJz Slope. 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 

• Emergency Service 

• Implant Restorations 

• Root Canal therapy 

• lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 
Adolescent - Adult 

• Financing Available 

• Insurance Plans Welcomed 
www.ParkSlopeFai 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd.Cert.) 

Pediatric Dentistry 
Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone 
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789-5700 

milyDentistry.com © 


TORAH... 
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rah thefts since the registry’s inception,” said David Pol- 
lack of the Jewish Community Relations Council, which 
runs the registry. 

The few thefts that do occur these days are generally 
inside jobs, according to Pollack. 

“Usually, it’s someone that knows where the Torahs 
are and has access to them,” he said. 

But the robber’s unsophisticated methods — deceptively 
unsophisticated, perhaps — has B’naiAvraham’s Weinstein 
convinced the robber doesn’t know what he’s got. 

“Whoever stole it probably didn’t know it was a To- 
rah,” said Weinstein. “If a man returns it, he’ll get $1 ,000 
and a kiss, no questions asked.” 

Weinstein said that if a woman returns it, she’ll get 
the $1,000 only — religious rules, you understand. 

To offer any information about the stolen Torah, call 
Congregation B'nai Avraham at (718) 866-6815. 


SMART... 

Continued from page 1 

pare for some hefty therapist bills as her tots grow up. And 
what’s worse, she might even lose some of her readers! 

“If your kids and neighbors won’t talk because they 
fear being written up, think of something else creative,” 
wrote RK from Park Slope. “It’s run its course. Bring it 
to the next level.” 

“If Smartmom doesn’t stop, I suspect that she will 
find out many years from now that the resentment on 
her children’s part will grow, not diminish,” added An- 
drea from Gowanus. 

Bottom line: few (except for Dumb Editor, of course, but 
he poses in the nude!) defended Smartmom’s decision to 
put her life — and the lives of her children — on display. 

“These are her children — the heart of her heart — 
she’s playing with,” added “Another Mother from Down- 
town.” “Maybe if she gets in touch with that reality, she’ll 
reconsider her career imperatives, find a more meaning- 
ful, less hurtful way to express herself and wind up a much 
smarter mom (and wife, neighbor and friend, too). 
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lawful activity. BP4 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 


REAL ESTATE 


RD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 


Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 
• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 
ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
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CARPET CLEANING 

10% Off Cleaning! 
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wall-to-wall carpet & rug handwashing, 
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Pickup and delivery available 
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ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Call Bart: 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist VArchit. Enginr. 
DecksByBartNYC.com 


K&M ELECTRIC 
SERVICES 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212)475-6100 


Baby, it's cold 

INSIDE! 

IF YOUR HOUSE: 

• Feels drafty 

• Has varying room temperatures mar r:T1 

• Costs too much to heat or cool 

please call us today for a 
Home Energy Assessment. 

Air Seal Insulation Systems 


718 . 821.6800 • 


Call today for your free br 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL- COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

■ Termite ■ Flea Control ■ Roaches 

■ Rats ■ Bed Bugs ■ Wasps ■ Moths 

■ Bats ■ Hornets ■ Ticks ■ Bees ■ Rodent 
Proofing ■ Squirrels ■ Termite Inspections 

FHA, VA Inspections 

TERMITE EXPERTS 

718-832-0900 


ay,. 


Ca L™':Sl!X 5 h-on! 56 



■d(718)490-56 


CALL NED 


149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate L 3215 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


Visit Your KOHLER, 
Registered Showroom 

SOLCO PLUMBING SUPPLY 
1525 70th Street Brooklyn, NY, 11228 
718-259-8010 | www.solco.com 




MOVERS (LICENSED) 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

& Drain Clec ’ 

1 Plumbing (3 




Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718 - 788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

dable & Hassle-Free 

Same Day 

'* , “n up! 



FIVE STAR CARTI NG INC 

• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 



BROOKLYN’S OLDEST 
CO-OPERATIVE A 
IN BOWNTOWN ^ « 
BROOKLYN! 

► Upgraded Studios^ 1, 2, & 3 I 
► Only 4 Apartments on Ea 
Self Service Elevators & Laundr 


KINGSVIEW HOMES INC 

phone: 718.875.9225 fax 718.875.5144 


NEW JERSEY - MAPLEWOOD 




<^LdL 

Spedalizing in the Purchases end Sales of Residential Property 

FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

T-2 Br. from 390K 

Ur. T-2 Br. from 449K 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 

T-2 Br. from 339K 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 


4% 


BROKER'S FEE 


254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Maiks S Prospect PL) 

(71 8) 230-7560 • (71 8) 230-7563 FAX 

Email lNFO@EuDiAREAtTY.coM 


REACH THOUSANDS 

OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
NEAR YOUR BUSINESS. 

ca.. 718.834.9350 

To advertise in classifieds 












































